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Hi to all my fellow saltwater aquarium enthusiasts, 

Welcome to my 9 success tools.  This guide originally came about based on the most 
common mistakes new aquarists make, combined with the questions that I am 
asked most often on my facebook page and email.   

So many beginner aquarists come so close to success with their aquarium but end 
up giving up because they just can’t find that tiny adjustment they need to make to 
see their marine life thrive.   

In this guide I hope to share my years of knowledge and experience with you, in the 
hope you’ll be able to take this information and avoid the common mistakes. 

I’d love to hear from you, so feel free to contact me via my facebook page. 

 

To your saltwater success 

 

. 

Andrej Brummer BSc. Biological Sciences & Saltwater Scientist 

 

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/SWAquariumAdvice
http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/saltwater-aquarium-set-up/
http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/saltwater-aquarium-set-up/
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Saltwater Aquarium Success Tool #1 

. 

Setting Up Your Aquarium 

“Life Support System” 

So It Actually Does The Job 

Your Marine Life Need It To 

. 

You MUST set up your aquarium correctly with good 
quality, appropriate equipment that will easily handle your chosen 

marine life’s health requirements and waste production… 

. 

All the components of your set-up should be the best that you can afford, end 
of story! Corners cut here often come back to bite aquarists in the form of deceased 
pets and money spent on replacement items or upgrades as your livestock grows. 

Many of my clients have told me horror stories of cheap equipment and how 
they wiped out their tanks trying to save a few dollars. 

 

Majestic Angelfish 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/saltwater-aquarium-set-up/
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Your most important pieces of equipment will be your biological filtration system 
and protein skimmer, these need to be able to easily keep up with the bioload in 
your tanks water column; that is the waste produced by the marine life you are 
keeping. 

Think of these 2 pieces of equipment as the life support system for your marine 
life; nitrogenic toxic waste is produced in your aquarium from the bacterial 
breakdown of fish excrement, uneaten food, detritus (“floaties” in the water) and 
decaying marine life. 

This waste must be physically removed or completely biologically processed 
by bacteria to convert it into less toxic compounds before it poisons your marine 
life! 

 

Saltwater Aquarium Vital Life Support System 
Components: 

. 

1. Protein Skimmer 

. 

 Removes biological waste at the source before it is broken down to highly 
toxic ammonia (which can actually burn marine life). 

 Uses bubbles to attract and trap dissolved organic matter (DOM) 
 DOM is then carried out of the water column as concentrated, smelly brown 

liquid, which you will be very glad to have got rid of! 
 A protein skimmer is a fantastic tool for ensuring good water quality, a must-

have. 

 
Protein Skimmer 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/saltwater-aquarium-set-up/
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2. Biological Filtration 

. 

 Is essentially the culture of beneficial species of marine bacteria that coat a 
surface. 

 These bacteria feed on ammonia and nitrite and convert it to less harmful 
nitrate. 

 Yet another species grows in the absence of oxygen and completes the 
nitrogen cycle turning nitrate into harmless nitrogen gas (denitrifying 
bacteria), which bubble off the water’s surface. 

 Biological filtration is most effectively carried out by nature itself in the form 
of Live Rock and Live Sand. 

 However commercial (store brought) filters that house the bacteria on media 
and pass water over it work well too. 

 

Other Life Support Essentials For Optimal Marine Life Health Are: 

. 

 Powerheads for water movement (important for corals, you can't have too 
much). 

 Equipment that provides aeration of the water (such as protein skimmers, 
powerheads, some filters), circulating water processes waste better and 
marine species prefer it. 

 A good heater or preferably two (if the first one malfunctions or your tank is 
big). 

 A reliable thermometer. 
 Good lighting that caters for the species you intend to keep in your marine 

aquarium. 

When lighting your tank remember that photosynthetic corals (almost all corals) and 
other photosynthetic invertebrates require specialized reef lighting that mimics the 
sun in the tropics, where they naturally occur. 

 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/saltwater-aquarium-set-up/
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However, if you just plan to keep fish you need less intense lighting to highlight your 
fish’s colors and allow you to see them. Standard fluorescent lighting will do here; 
full spectrum (daylight) bulbs will bring out the colors and look more natural. 

If you want to keep Live Rock Actinic blue bulbs will keep the encrusting 
organisms thriving. 

 

 

Saltwater Aquarium Success Tool #2 

. 

85% Of Live Caught Marine Life Dies 

Within 2 Months Of Capture. 

How Do You Choose The  

Healthy 15%  

And Avoid 

Wasting Your Money 

On The Doomed Majority? 

. 

How to choose the right fish or invertebrate for your aquarium 
and how to identify diseased, unhealthy specimens to avoid, is the 

key to avoid wasting your time, money and a lot of stress. 

 

This step is vital to the creation of a successful saltwater aquarium as the marine 
species we like to look at in our tanks are usually captured wild animals that can 
easily get stressed by: 
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 Unsuitable water or environmental conditions. 
 An insufficient, unbalanced or incorrect diet. 
 The incompatible or bullying tank mates. 

Stress is the number one cause of disease and sometimes death! 

Note: purchasing a captive bred marine species instead of a wild caught one is 
not only more ecologically sustainable, but the specimen will be less stressed, a less 
fussy eater, more tolerant to slightly imperfect water conditions and more robust to 
disease…  

 
Longnosed Butterflyfish 

 

There are two vitally important components to 
selecting your pets wisely: 

. 

1. Choosing a species that will suit your existing aquarium environment and its 
tank mates. 

2. Then once you have identified a species that will be compatible with your set 
up and existing pets; finding the healthy, disease free specimen of the 
species that fits the above criteria. 

 

  

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/marine-fish-health-and-disease/
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1. Choosing The RIGHT Species For You And Your Tank 

. 

To help you decide what species to get or add to your existing tank you should make 
a list of all the marine life you are interested in or love the look of then research 
each species you like the look of in terms of: 

1. Aquarium set up required (fish-only, FOWLR or Reef aquarium?). 
2. Care required (and how easy they are to care for) is this more than you can 

give? 
3. Size (at purchase and at maturity) will final size be too big for your tank? 
4. Diet (food and feeding) will this be easy enough for you to be happy with? 
5. Behavior (shy fish can’t be put with boisterous ones too easily). 
6. Set-up/water conditions required (additives, water movement, light 

levels). 
7. Compatibility with other marine life (will they get along?). 
8. Degree of aggression/territoriality (if high will cause other species 

stress) is it too aggressive? 
9. Can they be kept in pairs or groups? 
10. What environment do they need to be happy (for example cave dwelling or 

sand sifting)? A environment similar to the one they have been taken from 
will make them most happy. 

Only now you will know what exactly is required of you in terms of keeping these 
species as pets. 

The idea is to keep species right for your current skill level and available time and 
budget. 

If you plan to keep a number of different species you should aim for a harmonious 
but interesting and vibrant community that will get along and have similar or 
manageable requirements. This method will definitely give you less headaches in the 
long run. 

 
Indian Ocean Sailfin Tang 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/marine-fish-health-and-disease/
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2. Choosing A Healthy Individual 

. 

After you have logically decided what you should buy now you need to choose 
the best example available: 

1. Start by looking at the size; it needs to be not too small or scrawny and 
not too big as these sizes are less likely to adapt to your aquarium 
conditions and more likely to be in worse shape after capture and shipping. 
Large specimens are also less likely to adapt to the change of diet and be 
more set in their “wild” behavior. 

2. A key indicator to a fish’s health is how well it is eating. You will definitely 
want to observe this at the fish store by asking the staff to feed or come back 
at feeding time. The fish should eat actively and should be alert and 
competitive with the other fish in getting food. It should eat heartily and 
have a good appetite. 

3. Another key indicator of health is to observe the fish itself; watch how it 
swims, breathes and behaves looking for anything abnormal. A healthy fish is 
active, alert and looks healthy with vibrant colors. Study its eyes; both should 
be bright and clear and not sunken or bulging out. 

4. Study the body for evidence of physical damage and external 
parasites, Ich and velvet will show up as white spots or dust especially at 
eyes, mouth and where the fins join the body. The fish will also be breathing 
rapidly too. 

5. Shallow breathing, inactivity, looking dazed and confused and sunken or too 
small looking eyes are a good indicator of cyanide capture; avoid this fish 
as it may die and this is a cruel practice! 

6. A healthy fish will be interactively swimming around its tank mates 
and be curious about its surroundings and you. 

7. Now that you have selected your healthy fish you need to ask how long it 
has been at the store, never buy a brand new fish, give it a few days to 
adjust and de-stress this will give you time to see whether it survives and/or 
has a disease. What you can do is ask the store to put it on hold, put down a 
deposit and come back in a week or so to see ensure it is still in good 
condition! 

 
Ornate Swallowtail Angelfish 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/marine-fish-health-and-disease/
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Saltwater Aquarium Success Tool #3 

. 

The #1 Killer Of All  

Saltwater Aquariums  

Is STRESS… 

How To Virtually Wipe This Out 

In Your Saltwater Aquarium 

. 

Ensuring the underwater environment has the minimum of 
stressors to your marine life is vitally important. Forget disease 
and look to the cause: stress is the top killer of your marine life, 

but with a bit of knowledge you can avoid most of this. 

 

Stress in fish is any condition that causes physical or mental discomfort. Stress 
increases heart rate, blood pressure, blood sugar and Cortical (a stress hormone) 
levels in fish just as it does in humans. 

Stress contributes to many deaths in aquarium fish and especially invertebrates like 
SPS and LPS corals that are much more stress sensitive. 

When a fish is under stress, they have a lowered immune response and that 
allows parasites, bacteria and fungi to infect the fish and then cause disease 
and/or death that would not occur as easily in a healthy fish. 
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Achilles Tang 

 

1. The main causes of stress to look out for in 
saltwater aquariums include: 

. 

1. Elevated ammonia levels 
2. Elevated nitrate levels 
3. Water temperature fluctuations 
4. Improper pH levels 
5. Decreased oxygen level 
6. Not having a place to hide 
7. A tank that is too small 
8. Improper levels of salinity (specific gravity) 
9. Being harassed by other fish 
10. Excessive vibration or noise 
11. Too many fish in the tank 
12. Poor nutrition 
13. Capture and shipping of fish 

 
Pajama (Sixline) Wrasse 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/creating-the-perfect-tank-environment/
http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/creating-the-perfect-tank-environment/
http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/creating-the-perfect-tank-environment/
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2. How to eliminate stress in your marine fish: 

. 

Just as it is impossible to eliminate all stress experienced by humans, it is 
not possible to eliminate all potential fish stressors- but they can be 
reduced significantly. 

 When adding new fish to your aquarium, be sure to give them proper time 
to get acclimated. 

 Use the quarantine tank. 
 Make sure they are being fed an adequate, correct and varied diet.. 
 Don't allow people to tap on the glass of your aquarium, as this is a 

common cause of stress. 
 Avoid netting the fish frequently as it causes stress. 

By providing a suitable tank environment and avoiding my list of stressors 
above, most stress will be reduced which will greatly reduce the disease incidence in 
your aquarium. 

 
Banggai Cardinalfish 

 
 

 

Need Some Extra Guidance? 

Want Your Marine Fish To Thrive?   

Get my definitive resource: 

"Ultimate Secrets To Saltwater Aquarium Fish and Corals" 

 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/e-book/
http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/creating-the-perfect-tank-environment/
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Saltwater Aquarium Success Tool #4 

. 

How To Really Understand  

The Puzzle Of  

Marine Life Compatibility  

And Only Choose Species  

That Will Get Along Well Together 

. 

Selecting compatible marine life is literally the difference between 
a peaceful, harmonious community and a bloodbath! Aquarists 
often overlook the importance of compatibility and it can have 

very nasty consequences. 

. 

Why is marine species compatibility such an 
important consideration? 

. 

Different marine species that we like to keep as pets play vastly different roles 
in their natural reef environment and they must compete with one another for 
food and space to survive and reproduce. Of course, some are also natural predators 
and some are prey. 

So it makes sense they don’t all get along in an enclosed space, especially when you 
consider they are essentially wild animals with very different ecologically 
defined roles on the reef. 

The main areas of concern for us aquarists are marine fish aggression and the 
degree of territoriality of different species. 
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Marine invertebrates are generally compatible unless one variety preys on another or 
competes for the same ecological niche (for example: eat exactly the same food 
from the same place) in the wild. The only real issue is not to place different 
species of stony corals too close together as the may end up savagely stinging 
each other as they grow closer together. 

 
Goldrim Surgeonfish 

 
 

There are 2 golden rules of marine fish 
compatibility: 

. 

1. A small fish that can fit into a larger fishes mouth may end up being 
an expensive treat! 

2. The less related and less similar looking (colors, patterns and body shape) 
fish are, the more likely that they will get along well. 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/e-book/
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Firefish 

Sorry, there are no shortcuts... 

. 

The only way to anticipate how one species will react to another is to research 
it thoroughly. 

As a general rule of thumb like species can go with like (for example 
different algae eating species, preferably from different families), but often times 
you cannot add more than one or two of the same species as territorial instincts 
come into play which will result in fighting. 

A good way to avoid this type of behavior is to have enough space for fish to 
get away from each other, extensive rockwork so they can get out of each other’s 
line of site and a few different habitat areas around the aquarium fish can use as 
their home base. 

Other than the predator- prey relationship between large carnivores and most small 
fish, the other major causes of incompatibility are: 

 Fish protecting their mates from same sex members of the species 
 Fish protecting their young 
 And the most common one is fish protecting their territory 

A fish being too territorial and harassing others that come into its space is 
the most common form of incompatibility a marine aquarist will have to 
face. 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/e-book/


©Andrej Brummer & SaltwaterAquariumAdvice.com 
 

 
Indian Ocean Sailfin Tang 

How to add fish into your tank to avoid territorial 
and aggressive behavior: 

. 

Putting a few different fish into the aquarium at once is optimal because the new 
fish will have not already established a territory or home range so will get along. 

The problem lies in when you add a new aquarium inhabitant into an 
established aquarium community; it may well end up being harassed regardless 
of what species it is by the more territorial of its tank mates which essentially have a 
natural instinct to protect their territory that they have already established. 

 

There are a few ways territorial behaviour can be 
remedied and you can save that species being 
harassed but you will need to get adventurous: 

. 

1. You can place the new addition inside a physical barrier (such as 
transparent plastic with holes) placed in the aquarium for a couple of weeks 
and remove this after all fish concerned have gotten used to each other. You 
can even do this using separate tanks placed close to each other. 

2. Another option is to remove all established fish from the aquarium then re-
arrange all the aquascaping before placing them back in with your new 
addition at the same time; I have seen very good success with this method. 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/e-book/
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With a little research and forethought on your behalf, compatibility problems can be 
something you never need to worry about. 

 
Harlequin Shrimp 

 
 
 

Need Some Extra Guidance? 

Want Your Marine Fish To Thrive?   

Get my definitive resource: 

"Ultimate Secrets To Saltwater Aquarium Fish and Corals" 

 

 

Saltwater Aquarium Success Tool #5 

. 

How You Can Easily Obtain 

The Most Vital Environmental Factor 

For Healthy Marine Life… 

Water Movement! 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/e-book/
http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/e-book/
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.Coral reefs have strong, constant water movement from currents, 
tides and wave action. Many people don’t realize the supreme 

importance of duplicating this water movement in their aquarium 
environments to ensure optimal health of their marine life. 

. 

What does water movement actually do for your 
tank? 

. 

The main benefit is oxygenation, which comes from protein skimmers, water 
pumps and powerheads moving the water around rapidly and putting air bubbles 
into it. 

All marine life breath oxygen like us so oxygenation is vitally important; especially as 
saltwater absorbs 250 times less oxygen than freshwater. We want a high water 
turnover at the surface of the tank where oxygen can be absorbed. 

Marine life health is improved with increased water movement. Experiments have 
been conducted with fish living longer, growing and looking better with water 
movement that simulates the coral reef. Sensitive corals can simply not thrive 
without enough water movement. 

 
Healthy Leather Coral 

 
 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/success-with-corals/
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The other advantages of sufficient water 
movement: 

. 

1. Gas circulation: As I have already mentioned, oxygen is created by water 
circulation, but also fish and invertebrates breath out carbon dioxide, water 
movement takes this away and brings in oxygen. Water movement close to 
the water’s surface is most effective at this. 

2. Nutrient cycling: Strong, multi-directional water movement is also 
especially important for corals and other sessile (non-moving) invertebrates; 
to bring them their plankton food and nutrients, clean them of detritus 
(settled food/particles) as well as oxygenate them. You can never really have 
too much water movement in a marine aquarium; it stirs up detritus and 
prevents anoxic (dead) zones forming where organic debris could start 
decaying anaerobically releasing deadly toxins into the water! 

 

Power head for water movement 

 

 

How to achieve the right water movement in your 
aquarium 

To achieve this in your aquarium I recommend a series of powerheads, like the 
one above pointed at each other. One in each corner will REALLY do the job; you 
can even put them on timers to emulate ebb and flow. You can also get advanced 
programmable propeller pumps to simulate different reef water movements and 
waves. 

hhttp://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/success-with-corals/
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I really recommend strong, multi-directional water movement, as it is highly 
beneficial for any marine aquarium and becomes an absolute essential if you plan to 
keep corals and other sessile invertebrates. 

 
Healthy coral 

 

Saltwater Aquarium Success Tool #6 

. 

The Secret To Effective 

Saltwater Aquarium Maintenance: 

Knowing What’s Happening  

And What You HAVE To Do When 

. 

It's true: everyone hates the idea of saltwater aquarium 
maintenance! But keeping good quality water and a clean aquatic 
environment really is key to your long term success. And you want 

to win over the long haul right?. 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/success-with-corals/
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My Secret to Success: 

. 

My secret is a detailed maintenance schedule combined with a logbook for 
recording parameters and observations. I have my chores broken up into a list 
of daily, weekly, monthly and every-once-in-a-while tasks to do. Because it is all 
written down and broken up into easy, quick tasks it quickly becomes habit and even 
fun! 

Be a little bit diligent and your marine life will really love you for it! 

. 

Correct, regular scheduled aquarium 
maintenance; especially including regular partial 
water changes and water quality testing goes like 
this… 

. 

Daily tasks 

1. Checking your marine life: Are they all there and behaving 
normally? Feeding time is perfect for this. 

2. Check the water temperature: malfunctioning heaters can kill off your 
entire aquarium if unnoticed. 

3. Check equipment is running normally: powerheads, pumps, lights, 
and filters should be checked, a quick glance could save you a lot of 
heartache. 

4. Cleaning and checking your protein skimmer: this is your primary 
water quality tool. Empty and clean the collection cup, check bubble 
production and ensure foamy skimmate is being produced. 
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The hardy Queen Angelfish. 

 
 

Weekly tasks 

1. Topping up evaporated water: Evaporation of water increases the specific 
gravity of your aquarium as salt is left behind. Top up with fresh water and 
adjust the specific gravity if you need too. 

2. Checking filter media: Have a look at your media to see if it needs cleaning 
or replacing, a weekly check and monthly clean is fine. Be careful not to 
remove or kill off beneficial bacteria. 

3. Water quality testing: To begin with test for pH, Ammonia/Ammonium, 
Nitrite and Nitrate. Record readings and look at general trends; if nitrate is 
building or pH is slipping increase frequency of partial water changes or add 
denitrification filter or increase buffering capacity of the water. 

4. Cleaning the aquarium: clean viewing panels on both sides and remove 
any salt creep. Use rubber gloves and only aquarium safe products. A marine 
aquarium clean-up crew made up of a select group of invertebrates can help 
you with this! 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/saltwater-aquarium-set-up/
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Blue and Gold Triggerfish 

 
 

Monthly tasks 

1. Partial water changes: Are the BEST thing you can do to replace trace 
elements used up by marine life, increase buffering capacity of water and get 
rid of harmful nitrates and phosphates. This is the most important 
maintenance task bar none. You should actually aim for 10% every fortnight. 

2. Adding any supplements: Mostly important for reef aquarium applications. 
Things like calcium, iron, iodine and strontium are very important for healthy 
reef growth and are quickly depleted from the water. 

3. Thorough checking of heating units: heater malfunction is a common 
killer believe it or not. Malfunctioning heaters can also cause electrical fires so 
check them well to be on the safe side. 

. 

Occasional tasks 

1. Checking lights: All bulbs have a limited lifespan (usually around 6 months 
to 1 year) after which time lighting set ups gradually loose their intensity, so 
much so that they will no longer be beneficial to your photosynthesizing 
organisms. Record installation dates and read manufacturers replacement 
recommendations. 

2. Keep an eye on plumbing: This is an often-overlooked area and plumbing 
degradation can cause the contents of your aquarium to end up on the floor! 
Check for rot, salt creep and degradation on tubing, fixtures and joins. 

Yes, maintenance is a chore that needs to be done often but if you break it up into 
regular, scheduled tasks it will become quick, easy and habitual. It will also give you 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/saltwater-aquarium-set-up/
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a really good handle on what’s going on in your aquarium. Remember maintenance 
is your cornerstone in long-term marine aquarium health, and is an area where 
many others fail then wonder why things go wrong. 

 
Longnosed Butterflyfish 

 
 
 

 Saltwater Aquarium Success Tool #7 

. 

Stocking Your Saltwater Aquarium  

The RIGHT Way 

Means Not Making Tons of Mistakes  

Like 90% of Newbies Do! 

. 

Proper marine life stocking levels must be correct for your 
particular aquarium set-up (Fish-Only, Fish only with live rock 
{FOWLR} or Reef). Your saltwater aquarium must not be too 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/saltwater-aquarium-set-up/
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crowded! If you don’t know what you are doing prepare for some 
expensive mistakes… 

. 

Another key to your saltwater aquarium success is choosing compatible, healthy 
marine life; that are added to your aquarium gradually and in the right number to 
ensure biological filtration can handle the waste produced on a daily basis. 

 
Blue Chromis 

. 

Avoiding stocking mistakes: how I do it. 

 

Incorrect stocking of marine aquariums is a very common mistake; this usually 
arises from people moving too fast, picking unhealthy specimens and not 
doing enough research on their desired pets leading to disease and stressful 
compatibility issues. 

When I stock an aquarium my secret is to make a plan first and choose one or two 
“must have” species that will be the focal point of that aquarium. Larger aquariums 
can have a type of fish such as Tangs or Angels that will be the focal point. 

Then once I have decided my “star” fish (or invertebrates) I find out their exact 
requirements and set up the aquarium and choose their tank buddies based around 
them. 

This is my winning strategy for keeping things simple and successful. 

. 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/get-the-entire-saltwater-aquarium-advice-series/
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Less is more! 

. 

When it comes to stocking levels in a newly cycled aquarium it is best to err on the 
side of caution and go for conservative levels of marine life until the aquarium 
becomes more established and stable. 

All marine life has to be added slowly to give the biological filtration beneficial 
bacteria time to keep up with the increasing bioload. 

 A fish only aquarium should aim for less than 8 inches (20cm) of total fish 
length (nose to base of tail, not counting tail fin rays) per 22 gallons (100L) of 
water. 

 A FOWLR set up with a few invertebrates should have a bit less fish at 6 
inches (15cm) per 22 gallons (100L). 

 Finally a reef set up should have no more than 4 inches (10cm) per 22 
gallons (100L) this is because of the very low tolerances of corals and other 
invertebrates for slow nitrate build up in the water. 

Note: If you have a fish only with live rock (FOWLR) set up try to use hardier 
invertebrate species (such as those commonly associated with live rock) that can 
tolerate a bit more nitrate in the water. 

The above estimates allow room for error, but I warn you if these levels are 
exceeded by much it may cause your system to crash completely. An established 
aquarium can cope with slightly higher stocking levels than this. 

When in doubt you should always under stock as this allows for growth of your 
marine life and gives you room for error. 

 
Sunburst Butterflyfish 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/get-the-entire-saltwater-aquarium-advice-series/
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Settling new marine life in 

. 

If stocking a new aquarium start with the more hardy, less aggressive fish 
first. 

This will give your aquarium water valuable time to stabilize after cycling before 
more sensitive species are introduced and will also help keep more aggressive, 
territorial species under control if not added first. 

Take the addition of fish very slowly waiting a month or so before adding one or two 
more, this gives the biological filtration system time to adjust to increasing waste 
levels. 

 
SPS Coral 

. 

My secret to ensure new pets settle in well is to rearrange the aquarium when 
someone new is added, by doing this you will have disrupted the residents 
established territories. 

Also keeping a light on at night seems to take the focus off the newcomer and 
can greatly help with any bullying. 

Keeping fish well fed will keep them happy too; a hungry fish is a grumpy fish. When 
adding new fish to an established aquarium a great strategy is to put about 500mL 
of display aquarium water into the quarantine tank and vice versa so the 
newbies and the established fish can become familiar with the scent of 
each other before they meet. 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/get-the-entire-saltwater-aquarium-advice-series/
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Another good idea is to put the quarantine tank next to the display tank so the fish 
can see and get used each other 

 
Fireball Dwarf Angelfish 

Correct stocking is critical to the success of your saltwater aquarium; many 
fatal mistakes are made in this area. They are easily preventable with a 
proper education, which you can get in my Saltwater Success eBook here. 

 

 

Need Some Extra Guidance? 

Want Your Marine Fish To Thrive?   

Get my definitive resource: 

"Ultimate Secrets To Saltwater Aquarium Fish and Corals" 

 

 

  

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/e-book/
http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/e-book/
http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/get-the-entire-saltwater-aquarium-advice-series/
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Saltwater Aquarium Success Tool #8 

. 

How Do You Pick The Right Pet? 

Leave The Specimens That Are  

Going To Die or Cost Money 

in The Fish Shop 

. 

This is the make or break to your ultimate saltwater aquarium 
success as marine species are wild animals that can easily get 

stressed by unsuitable conditions, diet or the wrong tank mates. 
Stress is the number one cause of disease and sometimes death! 

. 

There are two important components to selecting 
your pets wisely: 

. 

1. Choosing a species that will suit your aquarium environment and its tank 
mates. 

2. Finding the healthy disease free specimen. 

 
Burgess Butterflyfish 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/success-with-corals/
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This calls for research! 

. 

To help you decide what species to get or add to your existing tank you should make 
a list of all the marine life you are interested in or love the look of then research 
them in terms of: 

 Aquarium set up required (fish-only, FOWLR or Reef aquarium?) 
 Care required (and how easy they are to care for) 
 Size (at purchase and at maturity) 
 Diet (food and feeding) 
 Behaviour (shy fish can’t be put with boisterous ones too easily) 
 Set-up/water conditions required (additives, water movement, light levels) 
 Compatibility with other marine life (will they get along?) 
 Degree of aggression/territoriality (if high will cause other species stress) 
 Can they be kept in pairs or groups? 
 What environment do they need to be happy (for example cave dwelling or 

sand sifting) 

Now you will know what exactly is required of you in terms of keeping these species 
as pets. 

The idea is to keep species right for your current skill level and available time and 
budget. 

If you plan to keep a number of different species you should aim for a harmonious 
but interesting and vibrant community that will get along and have similar or 
manageable requirements. 

This method will definitely give you less headaches in the long run. 

 
Mushroom Coral 

. 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/success-with-corals/
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Choosing the best example there is 

. 

After you have logically decided what you will buy now you need to choose the best 
example available: 

Start by looking at the size; it needs to be not too small or scrawny and not too 
big as these sizes are less likely to adapt to your aquarium conditions and more 
likely to be in worse shape after capture and shipping. Large specimens are also less 
likely to adapt to the change of diet and be more set in their “wild” behavior. 

A key indicator to a fish’s health is how well it is eating. You will definitely 
want to observe this at the fish store by asking the staff to feed or come back at 
feeding time. The fish should eat actively and should be alert and competitive with 
the other fish in getting food. It should eat heartily and have a good appetite. 

 
Convict Surgeonfish 

 

Another key indicator of health is to observe the fish itself; watch how it 
swims, breathes and behaves looking for anything abnormal. A healthy fish is active, 
alert and looks healthy with vibrant colors. 

Study its eyes; both should be bright and clear and not sunken or bulging out. 
Study the body for evidence of physical damage and external parasites, Ich and 
velvet will show up as white spots or dust especially at eyes, mouth and where the 
fins join the body. The fish will also be breathing rapidly too. 

Shallow breathing, inactivity, looking dazed and confused and sunken or too 
small looking eyes are a good indicator of cyanide capture; avoid this fish as it 
may die and this is a cruel practice! 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/success-with-corals/
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Yellowtailed Wrasse 

 

 

A healthy fish will be interactively swimming around its tank mates and be 
curious about its surroundings and you! 

Now that you have selected your healthy fish you need to ask how long it has been 
at the store, never buy a brand new fish, give it a few days to a week to adjust and 
de-stress this will give you time to see whether it survives and/or has a disease. 

What you can do is ask the store to put it on hold, put down a deposit and come 
back in a week or so to see ensure it is still in good condition! 

Correctly selecting your marine life specimens is critical to the success of your 
saltwater aquarium; many fatal mistakes are made in this area. 

 

  

Need Some Extra Guidance? 

Want Your Marine Fish To Thrive?   

Get my definitive resource: 

"Ultimate Secrets To Saltwater Aquarium Fish and Corals" 

 

  

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/e-book/
http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/success-with-corals/
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Saltwater Aquarium Success Tool #9 

. 

What Does It Take To Provide 

A Good Quality, Well Balanced Diet 

For Your Marine Pets That Will  

Make Your Tank Thrive 

. 

Feeding a good quality balanced diet makes your marine life 
happy, but not only this they will grow bigger and live longer, 
have more vivid coloration and be more resistant to stress and 

disease for the long term. 

. 

Correct and healthy feeding is vitally important to marine fish just as our diets are so 
important to us. This means not just one type of food and it also means you 
must not overfeed. 

Hungry fish are grumpy fish; so providing the right foods in the right quantities 
(enough to keep them looking in good condition will probably be less than you think) 

will reduce squabbles and bullying behavior, which add stress to the tank.. 

Here are my top marine fish feeding tips: 

. 

1. Try to feed your fish at the same time every day; this provides a healthy 
routine to their lives, so that the will see you coming and get all excited! 

2. Only provide as much food as your fish can eat in a minute or so making sure 
that each different type of eater is catered to in terms of type of food and 
where you place the food for them. 

3. Avoid leaving uneaten food, as this will breakdown into toxic ammoni and 
potentially throw out your water quality, you want no leftover food. 

4. It is far better and safer to underfeed, so go for feeding less more often. 
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5. Remember that in the wild marine life would go through periods of almost no 
food at all. Overfeeding is one of the key causes of crashes in biological 
filtration that will cause massive damage to all livestock. 

 
Red Blotched Perchlet 

. 

Providing an optimal diet 

. 

The key to an optimal diet for your fish is knowing what they eat in the wild 
and to provide a variety of foods to nourish them, meet nutritional 
requirements and keep your fish interested; like combinations of dry, fresh, 
live and frozen food types. 

Contrary to popular belief prepared foods such as flakes and pellets can be very 
nutritionally complete as well as being extremely convenient. 

The only issue is correct storage to ensure the food is in top condition at all times. 

Avoid repackaging food and buying in massive bulk, the food needs to be a quality 
product packaged correctly (shaker containers are good) and stored as per 
instructions. If food goes off or gets contaminated it can actually kill your fish, don’t 
take risks here. 

Frozen foods can be purchased in convenient cubes and are actually as 
nutritionally beneficial as fresh foods and much more cost effective as well as 
being easier to deal with. Frozen foods are better fed to your marine life by thawing 
(removes phosphates; make sure you tip the juice down the drain!) and breaking 
them up in a container of aquarium water and slowly pouring in so all is eaten. 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/marine-fish-health-and-disease/
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Optimum Salt and Garlic Supplement 

. 

Vegetarian Fish? 

. 

For those vegetarian species try throwing in some lettuce and dried algae (such as 
Kombu and sushi Nori) from the supermarket along with their commercial foods. 
Also growing algae in the aquarium from the live rock is an awesome easy feeding 
idea and gives the fish an element of their natural habitats. 

 
Yellow Eyed Tang 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/marine-fish-health-and-disease/
http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/marine-fish-health-and-disease/
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http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/marine-fish-health-and-disease/


©Andrej Brummer & SaltwaterAquariumAdvice.com 
 

 

 

I really hope you have enjoyed my 9 success tools and hope I have provided you 
with some valuable tips from my years of experience. 

I will be sure to let you know when I publish new blog posts or eBooks in future. 

To further ensure the success of your saltwater aquarium, check out my 232 page 
best-selling eBook here: 

Want Your Marine Fish To Thrive?  Get my definitive resource: 

"Ultimate Secrets To Saltwater Aquarium Fish and Corals" 

. 

To your saltwater success 

  

 

. 

Andrej Brummer BSc. Biological Sciences & Saltwater Scientist 

http://saltwateraquariumadvice.com/e-book/

